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1 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 


The D U KE of Cumberland, 


AND TO 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


The LORD ANS ON. 


HE following Sheets, writ by a 

6 Country-Gentleman, and pub- 
lied at his Deſire; which, it is hum- 
bly apprehended, fully lay open the 
ambitious Views of France, and de- 
monſtrate, that nothing, but a War 
vigorouſly carried on againſt her, in 
whatever Manner the Legiſlature of 
this Kingdom ſhall judge meet; and 
continued to a proper Redudtion of 
her exorbitant Power, and the utter 
Incapacity of putting her incroaching 
Schemes in Execution; can fave the 
Commerce, the Colonies , the Religion ; 
A 2 mn 


ir) 
in ſhort, the whole Dominions of Bei- 
tain (not to mention thoſe of the other 
States of Europe) from becoming the 
Prey of that turbulent, aſpiring, per- 
fidious Nation; are, with the greateſt 
Deference, and the profoundeſt Sub- 
miſſion, inſcribed by 
His RO AL Hicnunsss's, 
and his LoxDsmie's, 
moſt dutiful 
and moſt faithfully devoted 


__ Unknown humble Servant. 


(v) 


eee 


To the AUTHOR. 


SIX. 


have, to the beſt of my Abi lities, executed 
#® the Truft reposd in me of publi iſhing your 
/ Pamphit, and taken a Liberty which, tho 
oithout your Knowledge, will, I am perſuaded, 
be far from your Diſapprobation. Tis the 
laying it at the Feet of the tao very great Per- 
ſonages, who are by their Prince deſervedly ſet, 
the one at the Head of our Army, and the other, 
in the chief Direction of our Navy, and who 
from their Situation, have a Kind of Claim to 
the Patronage of the following Papers, which, 
T think, can't fail of doing the Good they were 
intended fer; and are juſily calculated to pro- 
mote, To make their Influence the more univer- 
ſal, Ifincerely wiſh they were as faſt as poſſible 
tranſlated into every Language, and diſperſed 
in every Court of Europe. I have ventur'd 
to inſert two or three Paſſages, which 1 flatter 
myſelf you will nat Judge improper, as they fall 


Very | 


*R 53 n 
— n . 
of Mp TE 8 8 2 
e 4 


(vi) 
very naturally into the Places they fill. I hope 
Jam not altogether ſanguine in expeing the 
Piece, tho' ſmall, will be no unacceptable Pre- 
ſent to your Country, but rather ſtimulate it's 
Defire after more Productions from the ſame 
Hand, and the ſpeedy Publication of one you 
have by you almoſt finiſhed, on COMMERCE, 
and other important Subjects, would be of the 
h1gheft public Utility, in the Opinion of, 


SIR, 


Your Sincere Friend, and 
Nov. 25, 1755 


Moſt Obedient Servant. 


V 
page 4. I. 4. for Danos read Danaos ; p. 14. J. 4. dele the 
Cs 5. I 5 1. 11. read Pyrennees, p. 24. I. 19 and 23. dele 
the firſt and laſt h and o in Aughsbourgh ; p. 35. read Ludugue 3 
put a full Stop after Virginia in p. 55; and a Comma inſtead 
of a full Stop after us in the nextLine; p. 55. 1. 15. and 
p. 56. I. 2. read Louiſiana. 
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O juſtify the Conduct of our Mi- 
niſtry in their preſent Hoſtilities 
againſt France; to raiſe the Reſent- 
ment of all true Britons, all Lovers of their 
Country, its Religion, Liberties, and Laws; 
to excite the Animoſity of all the Patrons of 
our Trade and Commerce; and to ſet be- 
fore the Eyes of all Europe, what they 
have to expect from that inſolent Power 
France, if it be ſuffered to run its Career of 
Violence and Robbery, without Check or 
Controul: It ſeems not amiſs to look back 
on the Policy and Practice of this perfidious 
B — aut 
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Court for above 100 Years paſt. From 


hence Britain may know what ſhe has to 
dread, Europe to expect, and both to guard 
againſt. At this Juncture to alarm all our 
Neighbours againſt the Deſigns and ambiti- 
ous Views of France, and revive in tne 
Minds of every Prince and State, herPlots, 
Plans, and Conſpiracies in Times paſt, may 
tend to diſconcert her Meaſures, render 
her Views abortive, and fruſtrate all her 

Intentions. | 
To be thoroughly id of the Deſigns 
of France, muſt tend to rouſe the Indigna- 
tion of every Lover of Peace, Juſtice, his 
Country, and its Rights and Privileges ; 
and induce every Prince to unite for cruſh- 
ing this ambitious, perfidious, reſtleſs, bigot- 
ed, perſecuting, plundering Power, which 
has long been the common Diſturber of the 
| weſtern World, and as long ſtruggled for 
Univerſal Monarchy, The French aſſert 
the Right of their Kings to the Carlovin- 
gian Dominions, and have long meditated 
the Recovery of that Empire by Conqueſt. 
For this End their Politicians have laid 
Schemes, their Miniſtry adopted them, their 
Princes practiſed * and their People 
avowed 
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a 
avowed the Hopes and Expectations of 
their Execution. It is greatly to be lament- 


ed, that through the Treachery and Folly 


of Britain, they have but too well ſuc- 
ceeded in their Attempts, as their great Ac- 
quiſitions evince, their Schemes and gra- 


dual Approaches to attain which, I am go- 


ing to ſet forth for the Advantage and Uſe of 


my Countrymen, in particular. 


Cardinal Richelieu ſeems to have been the 


firſt, who projected the raifing a naval 


Power in France, and the Extenſion of its 
Dominions. For this End, Colonies were 
to be planted, Fiſheries to be encou- 
raged, and Commerce to be promoted *. 
But in the mean Time, 'twas neceſſary to 
give England a Soporific,—to lull her to 


Reſt; in Conſequence of which, a Dalli- 


lab was ſent over to bind Sampſon and {kear: 
his Locks. A Daughter of France was 


married to Charles I. of England; and at 
this Marriage, ſeveral Stipulations were a- 
greed on, in Favour of the Commerce of 


— —q 
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* Voyez Dict. de Commerce par Mr. Savary, Pa- 
ris Edit. 1748. Vol. II. Pag. 428. & Teſtament poli- 
que de Card. Richliew, Vol. I. Pag. 67. Le Recueil 
par (RI, a Amſterdam. 
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France, by which the Trade, Strength, 
and Riches of this Nation were to be ſap'd. 
Every true Britain ſaw it, and whiſper'd to 
himſelf, Time Danos & dona ferentes. 
By this unnatural Conjunction, Papiſts 
were to be favoured, Puritans. to be perſe- 
cuted, and the Proteſtants of France to be 
betray'd, and both good Faith and ſound 
Policy to be ſacrificed. This monſtrous 
Coalition, and theſe impolitic Steps, ſet the 
Nation in a Flame, and kindled up a Civil 
War; which was underhand blown up 
and fomented by the Artifices and Emiſ- 
faries of France j|. Thus whilſt England 
was intent upon the Preſervation of its Re- 
ligion and Liberties, France was engaged 
in raifing a Marine to extend its Empire, by 
promoting its Manufactures, increaſing its 
Trade, eſtabliſhing its Colonies, favouring 
its Fiſheries, and in a Word, by extending 
its Commerce; and having enſlaved her 
own Subjects, ſhe attempted to make 
Slaves of the reſt of Europe. 
The Uſurper, to ſecure his ill-gotten 
Power, ſtrikes up an Alliance with France, 
to revenge himſelf on the Dutch. France 


| | See the Memoirs of Cardinal Retz. | 
ſtands 


* 


ſtands by and laughs in her Sleeve to ſes 
the two Proteſtant Maritime Powers deſtroy- 
ing each other; and underhand on each 
Side foments the Diſcord, which renders 
her Marine relatively ſtronger; and at the 
ſame Time, either adds ſomething on each 
Side to her Territories, or conducts Things 
to her Wiſhes at Home, by enſlaving her 
own People to be at Liberty to enſlave the 
reſt of Europe; which Proceedings of Crom- 
well were directly oppoſite to the Good of 
this Kingdom, as well as contrary to found 
Policy. Thus Things went n on 
*till the Peace of the Pyrenne. 
The Throne of Spain, the Trade of that 
Kingdom, and the Treaſures of the Weſt- 
Indies were what the French caſt a wiſhful 
Eye on; and with a View of obtaining theſe 
one Day or other, a Match was ſtruck up 
with the Infanta of Spain. Here was a 
Foundation laid for Univerſal Monarchy. 
This Match was projected with a View to 
carry on the grand Deſign of extending the 
Dominions of France, and recovering the 

Carlovingian Empire. Tis true, a formal 
and ſolemn Renunciation of the Crown of 
Spam, and all the Territories thereto be- 
longing, 
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K 
longing, were made by the young King and 
Queen, for themſelves and their Poſterity, 
in Favour of the Emperor and his Succeſſors. 
But this was a ſolemn Farce, a mere Im- 
poſition contrived to blind the World, and 


conceal their Views, as appear d ſoon after 


upon the Death of the Prince of e 
1661 8. | | 

Thus I have conducted my . to the 
Eve and Opening of as great a · Scene of 
Action, as has ever appear'd in mec 
Hiſtory. 

Soon after this, the King took the Dake 
of Government into his own Hands, re- 
form'd his Finances, put them and his 


Houſhold into good Order; and then ſet out 


in his Career of political Intrigue and Con- 
queſt. This young King by his Flatterers 


was made to believe, that he was a Hero, 


another Alexander, that Victory would at- 
tend him with her Laurels wherever he 


advanced with his Troops ; :that his Arms 


were invincible; that every one would ſub- 
mit to his Nod ; and that now was the 


Time to recover the Carlovingian Empire, 
and to 2 the Foundations for ſubduing the 


9 Voyez Les Negotiations de Jean de Wi it, Kc. A 
World, 


World, and bt erecting one of the greateſt 
Monarchies, that ever was ſeen in it. 


(7) 


In Conſequence of theſe Flatteries, the 


ſollowing Scheme was preſented to him, 


and received with Approbation, being cal- 
culated to tickle his Vanity, and feed his 


unbounded Ambition, 
The Schematiſt ſays, that though 
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cc 


France be a powerful Nation, yet it was 


to be wiſhed, that the King did add to 


his Kingdom, firſt of all the Low-Coun- 


fries to the Rhine. This Conqueſt would 
reſettle him in Part of the antient Do- 


main of his Predeceſſors, make him 
Maſter of the North-Sea, and Arbitra- 
tor between the Kings of Sweden, Den- 


mark and Poland. He ought likewiſe to 


have Strasbourg to keep Germany quiet, 


the Frenche Comte to reſtrain the Swſs ; 
Milan and Genoa, which laſt belongs to 


the King, would make him Maſter of 


the Mediterranean, and with theſe he 
might lock up the Duke of Savoy. In 


the next Place, fays he, we muſt get the 


Iſle of Elba, to drive the Spaniards out of 


Taly, and to awe all the Halian Princes, 


and even the Pope; after which, Sardi- 
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(9. 
* nia would be no difficult Conqueſt; Na- 
« wvarre and Catalonia muſt be poſſeſs d; 
% Majorca and Minorca would follow with- 
« out much Trouble, and then the King 
„ would be Umpire of the Fortune of the 
« Spaniards ; and if it ſhould happen 
* that the Queen, or her Deſcendants, ſhould 
% have an hereditary Right in Spain, he 
e would be in a Condition to do himſelf 
« yſlice. 1 
| 2dly, To carry this fine Scheme into Ex- 
ecution, Trade, Navigation, and Com- 
merce, were to be promoted, in order to 
raiſe a Navy, that might render the French 
as ſuperior by Sea, as they were at Land. 
Thus to enable the King to carry on his 
Conqueſts, the Politician above cited, like- 
wiſe propoſes, that his Majeſty ſhall keep 
100 Gallies, and 100 Men of War in the 
Mediterranean, and 200 more on the 
Ocean. The Fleets which the King might 
keep on the Ocean, would make the King 
Maſter of all the Trade and Powers of the 
North; even though England and Holland 
ſhould unite againſt him, they would not 
fail of their Ruin in the End. The Point 
of Britainy is the Gate to enter in and go out 


2 of 
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of the Channel. Fifty Ships of War at 


Breſt would keep this Gate faſt ſhut, and 


they ſhould not open it but by the King's 
Command. A Fleet likewiſe on the Coaſt 


of Guyenne would awe Spain and Portugal. 
And to remove all. Objections to this 
Scheme, the Writer proceeds, and ſays, 
How inſolent ſoever the Engliſh be, 
e they muſt confeſs, that all the Britiſb 


5 


A 


: 


La 


French Continent. In fine, had they 
* compared France and its Coaſts with 
: England, they would condemn their Va- 
c nity in aſſuming to themſelves to be Lords 
ce of the Sea, as Canutus, one of their anti- 
ent Kings, did.“ | 

The Author proceeds, i in pointing out the 
Intereſt, Power, Strength, Policy, Diſpo- 
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ſition and Connections of the ſeveral States, 


Neighbours to France, and how they were 
to be dealt with, whilſt the King was 
compleating his great Work of Conquelt. 
Sparn is repreſented as weak, fooliſh and 
flothful ; Germany as divided ; the Empe- 


ror as weak, and not to be Lo. - Holland 


* - Say as 
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as being in their Intereſt ; and as for Eng- 
land, he ſays, 


cc 


T4 


0 1 is a State too weak to make 
any Trial of Strength againſt France: 


And as for Matter of the Engliſb them- 


ſelves, they are a Sort of People without 
Faith, without Religion, without Ho- 


neſty, without any Juſtice at all; of 


the greateſt. Levity that can be; cruel, 


impatient, gluttonous, proud, audaci- 


ous, covetous, fit for handy Strokes and 
Execution, but unable to carry on a 


War with Judgment. They are not fit 


for Conqueſt, ſo never conquered any 


Thing but Ireland, whoſe W 


are weak and ill Soldiers. 

If we have a Mind to ruin them, we 
need but oblige them to keep an Army on 
Foot, and there is no fear, that they 
ſhould make any Invaſion upon France; 


that would be their undoubted Ruin. 


„Now if they have an Army, they 
will infallibly make War upon one an- 
other, and ſo ruin themſelves. They 


muſt hkewiſe be obliged to keep Garri- 


ſons; this will create a Belief, that the 
King formeth Projects againſt their Li- 


ce berty ; 


(11) 
mM darts ; and whilſt he is in Arms, his Sub- 
c jets will hate him. Letters muſt be 
ce wrote in Cypher, and ſent, ſo as to be in- 
'* tercepted, to raiſe Jealouſies; Factions i 
« muſt be raiſed, and the Sets favour'd BH 
<< one againſt another; eſpecially the Ca- | 
ee tholicks, among whom the Benedictine 

Monks ſhould be promiſed the Abby- 
« Lands, and they will move Heaven and 


© "Earth, t throw the Nation into Con- 


e en. } 


And all this fine Scheme was to be car- 
ried on under the Notion of doing Good to 
Mankind, byextirpating Hereſy and Hereticks, 

propagating true Religion, and bringing the 
| neighbouring States under a more happy Form 


of Government for their own Intereſt . 
Thus wading thro' Seas of Blood, Rapine, 


. Murder, the Violation of all Civil Rights; 
dhe ſhackling the World in French Slavery, 
3 and the Introduction of the moſt ſtupid Ido- 
latry, were cloaked under the Maſque of 
Religion, and the pious Pretence of doing 
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9 The Gentleman who diſcover'd theſe Secrets, 
was ſent to the Baſtile, and afterwards baniſhed. 
+ See Madam Maintenon's FONT, and the Poli- 


ticks of Fance. 
C-2 Good 
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Good to Mankind, Impious Scheme A 
Horrid Blaſphemy ! 

But the Motives to the Execution of this 
Plan were Ambition, Pride, Avarice, and 
the Lit of Dominion. The Empire of 
Charlemagne was to be recovered, and an 
Univerſal Monarchy to be eſtabliſh'd. Such 
were the Views of this mighty Nimrod, who 
was afterwards eaten up by Lice; which 


Providence permitted, to convince this 


haughty Worm, that he was a poor con- 
temptible Mortal, tho' able to do Miſchief ; 
and a Monſter big enough to be a Plague 


to Mankind, and the Curſe of his Coun- 


try. . 
I come now to the favourable Circum- 
ſtances which concur'd, for enabling the 


French to carry on their Plan of arriving at 
Univerſal Monarchy. 


Soon after Lewis XIV. was married to the 
Infanta of Spain, the Reſtoration of Charles 
the Second was brought about in England. 
Fhis Prince was profligate, prophane, luxu- 
rious, and debauch'd, preferring his Plea- 
ſures, and his Miſtreſſes, to his own Dig- 
nity and Honour, and to the Welfare of 
his Kingdom, and the Happineſs of his 
People, 


> 7; 
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People. Though his Couſin Lewis had ex- 


pell'd him out of France, in Complaiſance 


to Cromwell *, yet he encouraged a Trade 


with that Kingdom, which occafion'd an 
Influx of French Commodities and Luxury; 
and the Conſumption of their Commodi- 


ties he promoted with all his Might, both 


by Recommendation and Example. | 


He likewiſe ſold that important Port and 


Fortreſs Dunkirk to France for 200,000 J. 


or thereabout, which in the Confederate 
War proved a great Thorn in our Sides ; 
and which the French are now fortifying 
again, contrary to Treaty. 

Soon after this, the Conſumption of 
French Commodities was carried to ſuch a 
Height, by the Encouragement and Exam- 
ple of Charles's Court, that Mr. Fortery, 
one of the Gentlemen of his Bedchamber, 


calculates, that the French got a Ballance 1 in 


Trade of 1,600,000 /. Per * upon us. 
But whilſt England was loſing 1,600,000). 

per Ann. by the French Trade, to make us 

Amendsfor this Loſs, the Frencheſtablith'dan 


7-4 . 


* *Tis aid, that Mon. Bourdeaux, = French 
Ambaſſador at London, did what he could to prevent 
Charles 8 Reſtoration. 

Eg. 
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Eafi-India Company in 1664; erected a 
Company to catry on the Whale-Fiſhery; ſet 
up a Variety of Woollen Manufactures all 
over the Kingdom, to ſupplant ours in the 
Foreign Markets ; and particularly in Lan- 
guedoc, to rob us of the Cloth Trade to 


Turky ; which ManufaQures were ſup- 
ported by Premiums and Bounties on the 


Export, and all natural and artificial En- 
couragements given to them, that they 
might rival thoſe of England. The Suc- 
ceſs of thoſe Meaſures our preſent TOY 


Merchants but too ſenſibly feel. 


But notwithſtanding France carried on 
ſuch an advantageous Trade with us, and 
to our great Detriment, yet its Rapacity 
could not be contented with the great Ad- 
vantages it enjoy'd, but in the Year 1667, 
to encourage the Home Conſumption of 
its own Manufactures, and hinder the Im- 
portation of ours, it publiſh'd a new Ta- 


riff, and by it laid ſuch high Duties upon 


Engliſh Manufactures, as amounted to a 
Prohibition l. Tho the Nation felt the 
i terrible 


I This may ſerve to correct a groſs Error of Mr, 
Hume s, who ſays, we were the firſt Aggreſſors with 
Regard 


„„ 

terrible Effects of this flow Poiſon, work- 
ing and preying on its Vitals, and clamour'd 
againſt it; yet Charles, out of Complaiſance 
to his good Friend Leis, who had pro- 
miſed to make him an abſolute Monarch, 
permitted this pernicious Trade to be car- 
ried on till the Year 1676, by which Time 
it had almoſt ruin'd the Nation. . By the 
Conſumption of French Commodities Trade 
languiſh'd, Navigation dwindled, Tenants 
broke, Rents were ill-paid, Wool ſold low, 
and the Landed Intereſt found the terrible 
Effects of this French Diſcaſe, diffuſing its 
venomous Contagion all over the Body Po- 
A 

To give ſome Relief in this Malady, 
the Project of the Prohibition of the Im- 
portation of Iriſb Cattle was hit upon, 
which was only a Palliative at that Time, 
and has proved a Remedy worſe than the 
Diſeaſe ſince. All this while Charles was 
aſſiſting the French King in raiſing a Navy, 
that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty might be in 
a Condition to aſſiſt him in enſlaving his 


1 


Dn rd to the Frendh Trade. See his Political Diſ- 
"COUT ſes. | 


Own 


2 2 _ 
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( 16) 
own Subjects. Nay, Charles went ſo far as 
4 to reprehend, and turn out, one of his own 
1 Miniſters $, for impertinently remarking 
to his Majeſty, the dangerous Conſequences ® 
of permitting the French to increaſe their 
Marine. And when French Wines were 
Prohibited, to favour his good Friend Lewis, | 
Th the Officers of the Cuſtoms were ordered to 
j = wink at their being enter'd as Ports. But this 
is not at all to be wonder'd at, fince Charles 
was a Penſioner to France, and enter'd into 
all the Views and Meaſures of the French 
King, to the Ruin of his own Kingdom, 

as well as of the Repoſe of Europe. 

F To carry on their Scheme, and to weaken 
T the Maritime Powers, France ſowed Diſ- 
It cord between the Enghſh and Dutch, ſtir'd 
up Jealouſies, fomented Feuds, and nurſed 
Animoſities, till all Things were in a Flame, 
and they fell to deſtroying each other in a 
Naval War; by which France knew. it 
{hi ſhould grow relatively ſtronger, and might 
1148 the ſooner be capable to figure it at Sea, 
if and compleat its Scheme of Univerſal Mo- 
15 narchy. 
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Whilſt 


1 

Whilſt Hoſtilities were carrying on be- 1 
tween the Engliſh and Dutch, in the Year 
1665, Philip IV. King of Spain dies, and 
leaves Charles the 2d his Son, then an In- 
* fant, his Succeſſor ; and now Lewis XIV. 
his Brother-in-Law, began to take off the 
Maſque, andopen the long intended Scene of 
Perjury, Violence, Rapine and Blood. 
Notwithſtanding he had ſolemnly re- 
nounced the Spaniſh Succeſſion at the Peace 


of the Pyrennes; yet immediately after the | 
Death of his Father-in-Law, he invaded | | 
the Territories of his Brother the Catholic {af 
King, and took Poſſeſſion of ſuch Part of 4 
1 the Spaniſpb Low-Countries as he pleaſed. I 
- 'The Rapidity of his Conqueſts, the In- 1 
d juſtice of his Conduct, and the Perjury 0 
d and Violence he was guilty of, ated 11 
= all Europe. | | 
a {| But by the Mediation of the Dutch and if 
it the Swedes, a Peace was made, and it was 
It agreed, that Leis ſhould keep Poſſeſſion 0 
a, of his new Conqueſts, The Dutch were 1 1 
* afraid of ſo near and powerful a Neigh- al 


bour as France, and willing to keep her 
at as great Diſtance as poſſible. Lewis was 
diſpleaſed with their Conduct, and diſſatiſ- 
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(13) 
fied with the Peace, becauſe he wanted all 
the Spani/hLow-Countries, and from hence 
differed with the Commiſſaries at Liſe about 


the Adjuſtment of his new Conqueſts, 


and declared he would do himſelf Juſtice 
by Force of Arms; however a Peace was 


afterwards concluded at Aiæ-la- Chapelle. 


Lewis hated the States for throwing a Re- 
mora in the Way, whilſt he was in his Pro- 


greſs towards Univerſal Monarchy, and 


was reſolved to chaſtiſe them. For this 


End, he formed a moſt powerful Confede- 
racy againſt them, into which Charles the 


Secoad of England enter'd as a Party,againſt 
all the Rules of good Policy, whilſt the 


Emperor with equal Stupidity, agreed to a 


Neutrality. 

Thus France was extending its Conqueſts 
by Land, its Commerce by Sea, and in- 
creaſing its Trade and Manufactures to raiſe 


a Marine, and rival us in Arts and Arms, 
both by Sea and Land: And in the mean 


while, the King of England, inſtead of 
ſtirring up all the States of Europe to cruſh 
this exorbitant Power, was confederated 
with it, and concurr'd with, and affiſted 
Lewis in every Step he took in his Progreſs 


towards 


6 
towards Univerſal Monarchy: And in do- 
ing this, he ſacrificed his own Honour, 


the Welfare of his People, and the Peace 


of Chriſtendom. 
But in Return for this Complaiſance, 


Lewis promiſed Charles to make him an ab- 


ſolute Monarch + ; and thus Charles became 
the Tool of Lewis s Ambition, and the Dupe 


of his own Love of arbitrary Power. They 


8 * 


+ After King Charles's Interview with the Ducheſs 
of Orleans at Dover, a ſecret League was ratified be- 


tween the Crowns of France and England, one Ar- 


ticle of which the Abbot Prim: ſays, was, To ſe- 


e cure to King Charles an abſolute Power over his 


ce Parliament, and the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Roman 


<« Catholick Religion in bis three Kingdom of Eng- 


&* land, Scotland and Ireland.“ His Words are, De lui 


aſſeurer une Autorits abſolue ſur ſon Parlement & de 
reſtabler la Religion Catholique dans les Royaumes 


_ Angleterre, d Ecoſſe, & Ireland. In 1682, King 
| Charles complained of the divulging this Secret, by 


his Ambaſſador the Lord Pre/ten at V. erſailles, and 


| Prim! was committed to the Baſtile 


Lewis knew, that both Charles and his Brother 


were Papiſis, and infected with that Lues of the 
Stuart Race, Bigotry, and theltch of arbitrary Power: 


And thus he baited his Trap accordingly. 
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( 20 ) 


were to conquer the Dutch, and divide the 
ſeven Provinces between them. This was 
hunting with the Lion, and dividing the Prey 
with him, where Charles could expect no- 
thing but the Fate of the duped Beaſts; 
and in the Iſſue to be worried himſelf. 
England rues for this falſe Policy to this 
Day. We were at this Time jealous of the 
Dutch, and regardleſs at the fame Time 
of the French, who were ſapping the 
Foundations of our Trade and Commerce, 


and knawing its Roots both in the Eajt- 


Indies and North America, as well as at 
the Leeward Iſlands. 


And this ſtupid Prejudice continues to 
this very Day ; and a modern Politician 


ſays, The Dutch are our Rivals in TRADE. 


and NAvIGATION ; they are our Our- 


GUARD on the Continent, and yet we may 


do too much for them. They are parſimo- 


nious, and therefore we cannot get Poſ-, 


ſeſſion of their Trade, unleſs we deſtroy 
them by o our Naval Force *. 


— 


* Sec Batavia Illaſtrata, 


(21) 

But our greateſt Danger is from the 
Schemes and Purſuits of the French, of 
which this Gentleman ſays not one Word, 
by Way of Caution or Compariſon. This 
Danger will appear clearly from the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. Bread, in Holland, 
ſuch as our Manufacturers in England eat, 


18 commonly at 24 a Pound Sterling; Fleſn 3 | | 
at 9d, ſuch as is ſold i in England at 3d; Labour = | 


as high as in England: Whereas, in 
France in the Provinces, Bread is in com- | 
mon at one Halfpenny per Pound, Sterling, | 
or at leaſt at about half the Price it is at | 
in England; and Fleſh in the ſame on Al 
portion. Labour in France, likewiſe, ' i bil 
but from about 3d per Day, of 14 "oa | 
or from Five to Seven o'Clock, in the 
cheapeſt Countries, and at about 7d half- 10 
penny in the deareſt: In Manufactures, at I 
but half the Price as in England. Sailors =_ 
Wages aboard the French Navy, but from Al 
- about 8s to 12s per Month ; whereas in " 
England, a Sailor has 20s per Month 
aboard King's Ships. This muſt render 


(22) 
their Goods exceeding TED at a foreign 
Market. 

Now I would ſubmit it to the Reflec. 


tion of any reaſonable Man, who are moſt 


hkely to rival us in Trade and Navigation, 
the Dutch or the French. And here it 
may be obſerved, that this Cheapneſs of 


Labour, Proviſions, and Commodities, was 


brought about by the ſole Artirfice of the 


Enhancement of their Money from 27 Livres, 
to 50 Livres the Mark of eight Ounces of 
Silver Troy weight; and this has been done 
fince the Beginning of the confederate War 


in 1702. Tis true, this cauſed great Con- 
vulſions in the Kingdom at firſt, but. in the 


Iſſue, it has been the Inſtrument by which 


they have ſapped the Foundations of our 
Trade; and if a Remedy be not applied, 


which is every Day at hand, vis. 4 Bounty, 


this Artifice of the French will worm out 


Britiſh Manufactures by gentle Degrees in 
every Market in the World. 
By this Artifice they have rendered their 
Labour ſo cheap, that they reap a plenti- 
ful Harveſt in every Country, where they 


Y. 


— 


( 23) 


pay but the ſame Cuſtoms as the Engliſh, 


whilſt the Engliſb Merchant is obliged to 
wait for the Gleanings of the Market, after 
the Frenchman has finiſhed his Sales. 

This has reduced our Turkey Trade from 
a Sale of about 30,000 Woollen Cloths 
per Annum to about 6000; whilſt, within 
a few Years, the French Cloth Trade has 
increaſed from a Sale of 2000 Cloths per 
Annum, to above 40,000. This Project 


of the Enhancement of Money, has given 
an undue Preference in France to Money, 


above Land and Commodities: But where 


lies the Diſadvantage, if the Gentleman re- 
ceives but a 100 Ib. weight of Silver for 
his ES where he uſed to receive 200 lb. 
if, at the ſame Time, he can purchaſe as 
many Commodities with 100 J. as before 


the Enhancement he could with two? 
It is certain it would only affect his fo- 


reign Conſumption. By this Scheme the 


French have reſtrained the Bulk of the Peo- 
ple to the Conſumption of their own Ma- 


nufactures and Commodities, and have pro- 


digiouſly extended their Commerce, by un- 
derſelling all Nations. This has enabled 


their 


— 
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5 ö their Iſlands to ſend home Sugars, Indigo, 
1 &c. ſo cheap, as to rival us in all the Eu- 
ropean Markets, and in the Levant : And 
all this they do, though their Manufactu- 
rers pay fix Times as much in Taxes on the 
 Neceſſaries of Life as they do in England. 
After the Invaſion of the United Pro- 
1 vinces by France, in 1672, not the King of 
1 England. but his Parliament being alarmed 
I at the French Conqueſts, as likewiſe the 
if Empire and the King of Spain, theſe three 
"1 Powers declared in Favour of the Dutch, 
44 * which brought about the Peace of Nime- 
guen; where the King of France had large 
Dominions he had conquered, conceded to 
1105 him. But univerſal Monarchy being the 
th: Aim of Lewzs, he ſoon found Pretences for 
itt violating the Treaty, which produced the 
Sth; League of Aughsbourgh in 1683, and obliged 
Fo. him to a twenty Years Truce. | 
From the Death of Philip the Fourth, 
ib g King of Spain, whilſt all theſe Things 
Wh were tranſacting, to the League of Augbſe 
15 bourgh in 1683, Monſ. Colbert took Care 
ty to encourage Arts, diffuſe Manufactures, 
1 promote Fiſheries, and extend Commerce; 
and 
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(25 
and all with a View to raiſe a powerful 
Marine to rival the united Forces of the 
Engliſh and Dutch. This was the principal 


Part of the Plan of Conqueſt ; and this the 


French ſucceeded in to their Wiſhes; : fo 
that in a few Years we ſaw France alone 


contend with the united Squadrons of the 


Engliſh and Dutch for the Empire of the 
Main. 


Hot-headed Lewis would never have at- 
tained his End, had it not been for the pru- 
dent Councils of his Miniſter Colbert, who 


addreſſed him in this Manner when he was 


venting his Spleen againſt the Dutch, who 
obſtructed his Conqueſt. 


e The Advice I would preſume to give 
ce your Majeſty is to diſband the greateſt 


Part of your Forces, and ſave ſo many 


© Taxes to your People. Your very Do- 


minions make you too powerful to fear 
any Inſult from your Neizhbours. Turn 
your Thoughts, Sir, I intreat you, from 


4 
* 


* 
* 


« War; cultivate the Arts of Peace, the 


* Trade and Manufacture of your Subjects: 
This will make you the moſt powerful 
* Prince, and your People at the ſame 
* Time the richeſt of all Nations, ——— 
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( 26) 


e There never will be wanting Fools to 


«« purchaſe the Manufactures of France; 
but Trance muſt be ſtrictly prohibited to 


ce buy thoſe of other Countries. But above 
« all, Peace will ingratiate your Majeſty 


with the Spaniſb Nation during the Life 


of their crazy King; and after his Death, 


a few ſeaſonable Preſents among his 


e Courtiers ſhal! purchaſe the Reverſion of 
« his Crowns, with all the Treaſures of 
the Indies; and then the World is your 
« own.” e 
It is certainly a Virtue in a State to pro- 


mote Induſtry, encourage Arts, multiply 


Traders, and extend Commerce, provided 
it be done to make the People happy. But 


if we examine the Politicks of the French, 


we ſhall find theſe beneficent Motives the 
leaſt of their Regards. No, the Vain-glo- 
ry of their March, acquired by cutting 
Throats, and raviſhing the Territories of 
their Neighbours from them, whilſt even 
their own lie uncultivated and neglect- 
ed, arc the Motives which induce them | 
to favour Ar ts, and promote Commerce: 
Commerce is to ſupport Conqueſt, and 
ome is to extend Commerce, but 


Pride 


d 
t 
C 


1 


Pride and Vain-glory are the Primum Mo- 


bile, not the Happineſs of Society, and the 
Good of Mankind ; though the French moſt 


blaſphemouſly rob and plunder their Neigh- 


bours under thoſe Pretences. 
It is true Colbert adviſes his Maſter to 


turn his Thoughts from Arms to Com- 
merce ; but then the End is 20 make the 


World his own. Commerce is to bring 


in Riches, the Treaſures of the Indies; 4 


| theſe are to be employed in ralfing Ar- 
mies, and in making the World his own. 
Here the End the French purſue in pro- 


moting Commerce is avowed, vis. that 


they may be able to plunder their Neigh- 
bours, and rob them of their Territories ; 


that they may recover the Empire of Char- 
lemagne, or all that lies between the Ba/- 
tic and the Adriatic, and from thence to 
the Mediteranean and the Atlantic Ocean, 
the Dominions of that Monſter of Cruelty ; 


after which the World 1s to be made thi ir 


0WN. 


Navigation and Commerce are to be 
made the ſtalking Horſes to promote thoſe 


Schemes: © And theſe Plans, their Poli- 


ticians ſay, © muſt be per fected by little and. 


E2 — > 


628) 

little; 3 fo great Deſigns continually alarming 
Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, 
FRIENDS and Fors, a Precipitation of it 
would be its Ruin.” 

= Conformity to this Advice, Lewis 
conſented to the Mediation of the Dutch 
and Swedes, and made a Peace at Nime- 
guen. This was all a Farce, nothing was 
meant by it, but to deceive his Neighbours, 
take them off their Guard, and attain his 
Ends by little and little. And to compaſs 
the Univerſal Monarchy projected, Perjury 
was committed, Alliances were broke 
through, Friends and Kindred were at- 


tacked, Allies betrayed, and every Rela- 


tion, ſolemn Tye ; all Faith and Honour 
were ſacrificed to Ambition, and Luſt of 
Conqueſt. Seas of Blood were waded 
through, and every Barbarity and Cruelty 


committed by this polite Nation, in the 


Execution of their polite Scheme *. 
Conqueſt is the Deſign of the French ; | 

Trade is only attended to as the Inftru- 

ment. Surely all Europe ought to unite 


ef . 
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Witness their e at Bodegrave ws Swam- 
merdam in Helland, 


againſt 


£4 8- F 
againſt theſe Plunderers of the World, and 
Bullies of Mankind, who facrifice every 
Thing to their ſavage Ambition. And as 
to England, they have attacked our Settle- 
ments in the Eaſt Indies, robbed us of our 
Territories in the Meſt Indies, plundered 
our Colonies, murdered our People, vio- 
lated our ſolemn Treaties, by ſeizing the 
neutral Iſlands, and committing Hoſtilities 
againſt us in every Quarter of the Globe. 
Ariſe, O Britain! Avenge thy Cauſe, 
| and reſtrain the Rapine and Violence of 
theſe Diſturbers of the World. 
The French raiſe Armies, build Ships, 
erect Forts, and favour Manufactures and 
Commerce, not to make their People hap- 
Py, but to be in a Condition to take Ad- 
vantage of every Conjuncture for extend- 
ing their Dominions, and robbing their 
Neighbours. Colbert avows this, and that 
the Dominions of the French King are too 
great, and make him too powerful to fear 
any Inſult from His NRIGHBOURS. And 
their other Politicians ſay, One State is weak, 
ANOTHER divided, ANOTHER flothjul, and 
; from thence encourage their Princes to make 


a. Prey of all. 
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” ( 39 ) 
It is clear from hence, that their In- 
ſults upon our Settlements in the Eaſt In- 
dies, and their Encroachments upon the 
Miſiſippi, and in Canada, are carried on, 
not from any Fear of their Neighbours, or 


to ſecure their own Commerce or Territo- 
Ties; but to advance and increaſe their 
Navigation, which is confidered by them 
as an Inſtrument neceſſary for acquiring 


Univerſal Monarchy +. I cannot help 


aſking here, what will become of their 
good Ally the King of Pra, when the 


French King comes to the Poſſeſſion of the 


Carlovingian Empire, at which he aims ? 
By the Folly and Wickedneſs of Charles 


the Second, France having drained Eng- 


land of between 20 and 3o Millions, thro' 
the pernicious Trade carried on for near 
20 Years with that Kingdom. during his 
— +; and having by the Craft of Col- 

et 


+ Quos non Oriens non Occidens ſatiaverit. 
© ACITUS. 


Dr. Davenant remarks, that if this had been 


| true, England, by the End of Charles the Second” 
Reign, 


I's 


and yet its Stock of Caſh not leſſen, 


(39-1 
bert extended its Commerce, and raiſed a 
powerful Marine ; and likewiſe having 


gained large and fertile Territories on each 


Side, through the pernicious Maxims and 
bad Policy of the glorious King of Eng- 
land, no Treaties nor Ties could hold the 
French Monarch PE: 


- 
38 5 4 f - 2 S 
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Reign, would not have had a Shilling left in the 


Kingdom. But the Doctor ſeems to be very much 


out in his Calculations. He did not in the leaſt re- 


fleet on the conſtant Supplies brought in from our 
Northern Colonies, which traded to the Spaniſh Main, 
and from Jamaica; the Exploits of the Buccaniers, 
the Ballance of Trade with Africa, Spain, Portugal, 
Holland, the Netherlands, Germany and Ireland. All 


which might and did furniſh us annually with more 
than France drained us of; though, whenever the 


Caſe is ſuch, that the Stock of Caſh in a Nation does 
not go on increaſing much, Trade will always ap- 
pear to languiſh, and ſeemingly be in the State of 


an animal Body, which receives no Supply of Food, 
'Fhe Computations made from the Cuſtoms received 


muſt have been erroneous : Beſides, at that Time, 


100,000 J. worth of Manufactures ſent to Jamaica, 


could not fail of returning us 500,000 /. Profit. The 


African Trade likewiſe, at one Time, brought in a 
monſtrous Profit, From all theſe Conſiderations, it 
appears probable, that England might export but two 


Millions in Value, import four Millions in Value, 


Charles 
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( 32 ) 
Charles dies, and in 1685, his Brother 


James mounts the Throne, who was un- 
der the Influence of Popiſh Prieſts, Popiſh 
Maxims, and French Councils. To pleaſe 
his Friend Lewis, he took off the Prohi- 
bittion of the French Trade, and opened 
the Door again for French Luxury, in or- 
der to enrich France at the Expence of 
the Engliſb Nation. as 
French Wines and French Manufactures 


were again introduced, fo that our Trade 


to Portugal was like to have been ruined, 


This the King of England did out of Com- 
plaiſance to Lewis, that he in his Turn 
might aſſiſt him in making him abſolute, 
and in eſtabliſhing the Popi/h Religion in 
his three Kingdoms; as likewiſe in palm- 
ing upon us a ſpurious Brat for a Monarch, 
who was perhaps the Iflue of ſome Plebeian 
Trull, which Plot was contrived purely 
for the Eſtabliſhment of Popery in the 
Kingdom again. 
But theſe Meaſures of the French King 
were purſued to prevent England from taking 
Part with the Princes he intended to rob 
of their Dominions ; from holding the 
Ballance of Power, ind from obſtructing 
| "mi 
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his Career of Conqueſt, and Parſuit of wat 
verſal Monarchy. 


The Count D' Avaux had leach in 


a Memorial to the States General, the Secret 
Alliance coneluded between the King of Eng- 
land and the King of France. At that Time 


it was thought Lewis made this Diſcovery, 
to enrage the Engh/b in ſuch a Manner, 
that the King might be afraid to truſt 
them, and be obliged to have Recourſe 
to a French Army to aſſiſt him againſt his 


own Subjects; which Army was then to 
have conquered the Kingdom e the French 
_ 


ſpired to drive him out of the Kingdom, 


and the King of France began a War afreſh 


to reſtore him to his Throne. This was 
not done out of any Regard to James, 
whom the King of France deſpiſed, but 
to have a Plea for purſuing his Plan of 


Conqueſt. This War was terminated. by 


the Peace of Ryſwick, and the Partition 
Treaty was agreed upon to ſettle Peace 


and the Ballance of Power, But all theſe 
F | | Come 


But King James drove on ſo furiouſly 
to introduce Popety, that the Nation con- 
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But having made large Strides towards 
Univerſal Monarchy, the Princes of Europe 
thought it was high Time to cruſh this 


634) 
Compliances in the French were only a 
Farce, to deceive and amuſe the Allies. 
By the Influence of French Gold at the 
Spaniſh Court, and the Artifices of Cardi- 
nal Portacarero, a Will was ſigned by the 
King of Spain in articulo mortis, by which 


the Spamſh Succeſſion was left to the Duke 


of Anjou. And now the French King con- 
fidered himſelf, as in Poſſeſſion of Spain, 
its Trade, and the Treaſures of the Weſt- 
Jndies, and of Courſe, that the World was 


bis own, according to the Prediction of Col- 


bert, He immediately invaded the Nether- 


lands, and ſeized on the Spaniſb Crown in 
Violation of his moſt ſolemn Renunciation, 


and repeated Treaties and Engagements, 


Leviathan of Power. The Arms and Va- 
lour of the Allies, brought him and his 
Kingdom to the Brink of Ruin; and whilft 


he was tottering upon this n — 


cipice, a Faction; 8 
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a — zc Animns mi 1 borret, 
 Luftague refugit. + 


The Abbe St. Pierre obſerves, that 


France was in a moſt dreadful Situation 


won, ought to be celebrated as a ſolemn 
Feſtival by the French to the lateſt Poſte- 
rity. To what their Salvation was owing, 


we. but too well remember. O, you glo- 


rious Britiſb Patriots then at the Helm! 


how are you to be admired to lateſt | 


Ages! 


During this War, the Trade to 1 


and the Spaniſp Weſt Indies, was open only 
to France, by which they gained above 
100 Millions of Dollars; and by this Aſſiſt- 
ance they were enabled to continue the 
War againſt the moſt powerful Confede- 
racy that ever was formed, conducted by 
the greateſt Heads, and the honeſteſt Hearts, 
that ever gave Council in the Cabinet, or 
led Troops into the Field. 


— ceo 
+ I tremble at the dreadful Thought, and for- 


bear mentioning the mournful Theme. 


F 2 : But 


before the Battle of Denain; that if it had 
been loſt, the Kingdom would have been 
ruined, and that the Day on which it was 


ß ¾˙ÿſ ö ᷑ œũͤ.uæ :: 7˙ r ͤ ꝙV 


1 
147 
5 4 
F i 
* | 
" J 
. '4 
8 4 
1 j 
81 
3 
8 
75 4 
* + 
* ! 
Ha. 
* : 
7 
2 : 
9 
1 
4 
85 ! 
"=: 
1 
: 
1 


—— hn 


_ 

— * 

— oy 0 — 
S 
— 

PR 


" 


Poo: —_— 


* 
2 


— —— ea. CY 


a 


Nc rr 


(36) 

But notwithſtanding the French were 
reduced to Beggary and Ruin by the Con- 
federate Arms, yet our glorious Patriots, 
and ſagacious Politicians at the Treaty of 


Utrecht, left France in the Poſſeſſion of 


near all her Conqueſts, which a judicious 
Author ſays, amounted to eight Sovereign 


Provinces, two Archbiſhopricks, nine Bi- 


ſhopricks, thirty of the ſtrongeſt Places in 
the World, ſeventy Cities, ſome of which 


are reckoned among the fineſt in Europe, and 


more than 3000 Market Towns and Villa- 
ges. And to this we may add another con- 
ſiderable Acquiſition fince, viz. the Dutchies 
of Lorain and Bar. The Revenues of theſe 
Countries which have been annexed of late 
to the Dominions of the French King, a- 
mount to more than One- fourth of his 
whole Income. 

But the Plan the French form'd is not 
half executed. The firſt Acquiſitions were 
to have comprehended all the Territories 
South and South-Weſt of the Rhine, in 


order to poſſeſs themſelves of all the Trade 


of the Meuſe, and what by that River is 
carried on by the Dutch into Germany; by 
which 2 would be a great Sufferer in 


. its 


** 


(37) 

its Commerce to Holland. The Attention 
of France to Commerce of late Vears, is 
only to put herſelf in a Condition to execute 
her Schemes of Conqueſt, which ſhe never 


CCC CS SIR 


loſes Sight of. And if all the Powers of 
Europe do not unite to reſtrain her exorbi- 
tant Attempts, in Caſe Britain alone is not 


ſufficient, they will ſoon find the bad Ef- 


fects of their ill Policy and Indolence. 


France herſelf acknowledges, that the 


Engliſh have neither Inclination nor Abilities 
| for Conqueſt ; and that they never attempted to 


conquer any Country but Ireland. Le Blanc, 
a late French Author, talks in the ſame 


Strain as Colbert's Pupil, He obſerves, 
That when the Engliſo pretended to be fo 


alarm d for the Liberties of Europe, they 


were only intent upon their own private In- 
tereſt. A Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon 
upon the Throne of Spain, would have 
given them no Umbrage, had it not affected 


their Commerce. The only Motive which 


induces them to make War, and the only 
Obje& they regard in Peace, is their Trade, 


His Words are, Lorſque les Anglois paroiſoi- 


ent fi allarmes pour les Libertes de ] Europe ils 
wetoient . occupes que de leur Interet 
2 partt- 
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„ 
particulier. Un Prince du Sang de F rance 


ne leur faiſoit ombrage ſur le Trone d Eſpagne, 


gue par rapport d leur Commerce : On doit 
te regarder to:jours comme le veritable motif 
qui les porte d faire Ia Guerre & comme Puni- 
que objet qu'ils cherchent dans la Paix. Vo- 


yez les Lettres d'un Francois, Vol. II. Page 


241. And again, the Romans conſidered 
Trade only as a Means of obtaining Con- 


queſt; the Engliſh never arm in Europe, 
but to extend their Commerce. Les Ro- 
tains ne ſont devenus Conimercans que pour 
ven affurer la Congulte ; les Anglois n arment 
en Europe que pour y etendre 2 Commerce. 
Vol. —_ 

It is readily afſented to, that England has no 


Views of Conqueſt, and deſires only to enjoy 


her own, and to preſerve her Trade and Terri- 
tories unviolated. But this is what France 
will not admit of. It ſeems to be quite na- 
tural to this reſtleſs, ambitious, encroach- 
ing Power, to be thieving from its Neigh- 
bours: But we hope Britain will ſoon ſee 
the French in ſuch a Condition, as to be able 


to ſay to them pertinently, 


Diſcite Fuſtitiam moni ti, & non temnere 
Di vos. 
11 


1630 


It is a Maxim in Politicks, that when a 


State begins to grow formidable, War 


ought to be made upon it by its Neighbours, 
to reduce its exorbitant Power. If the Per- 
ans had joined the Grecian States againſt 
Philip of Macedon, the royal Family of Da- 
rius had not fallen into the Hands of Alexan- 
der, nor the Perfians become Slaves to the 


Greeks, If the Carthag! mans had aſſiſted 


the Sammtes, and given Aid to other Talian 
States, in their Wars with the Romans, that 


Race of Banditti would never have raſed the 
Capital of the Africans, nor haye plagued 


the World for ſuch a long Series of Years. 
And if the Briti/hKings had united againſt the 
Roman Arms, Agricola might have made as 
ignominious a Retreat as Julius Ceſar, But 
Dum finguli pugnant univerſi vincumur, 
20h they fought one by one all were ſubdued. 
This ought to teach all Europe to unite Win 
the Gallic Monſter and Tyrant. 

When the French are in a Condition to 
plague their Neighbours, they never fail of 
ſhewing their Inclination. And tho it may 
not coincide with tae ſtrict Rules of Juſtice 
and Morality, to attack a State becauſe it 
increaſes in Riches and Power; yet when 

the 


( 49) 
the Vanity and Pride which Riches and 


Power inſpire, ' break out into overt Acts of 


Violence and Rapine, then other Powers are 
juſtifiable in attacking ſuch Robbers and 
Diſturbers of the World; and ought never 


to ſheath the Sword, till they are brought 


to Juſtice and Reaſon; and are ſo weaken'd, 


as to be unable to abuſe their Neighbours 
for the future. Theſe Meaſures the 
Laws of God and Man | tolerate and 


to plunder and murder us, it would be Stu- 
pidity to wait till he had put himſelf 
in a compleat Poſture to ſubdue us, when 


it was in our Power to have cut him off 


whilſt he was eee, for our "Os. 


ſtruction. 


Now the Views of the Brent in the Ex- 


tenſion of their Commerce, are to acquire 


a great Fleet, and by Means of this Fleet, 
and the Treafures of Spain and the V 8 
Indies, brought Home by Commerce, to re- 
cover the Empire of Charlemagne, and make 
the World their own. This is the Scheme, 
which has been ſtrictly adhered to ever ſince 
the Days of Ricblieu. But the Gentleman 


who diſcover d theſe Secrets of the French 


Court, 


(4). 


- Court, was ſent to the Boſtile, and afterwards 
baniſh'd ; for the Scheme was to have been. 
carried on a little and little, ſo great a De- 
In alarming all Europe, Friend: and 
Fees. . 

The French GER that ei; very a” 
nions make them too great to. fear any Inſult. 


from their Neighbours. That the Engliſb. 


have neither Capacity nor Inclination for Con- 
queſt, That the Britiſh Dominion are no- 
thing compared with the. French in Extent, 


People, Fertility, and Riches; and that they: 
have nothing to dread, even from an Union of 


England and Holland together. They re- 
preſent the Emperor as weak, and Germany, 


as divided; and the Engliſh as eafily ſet tage- 
ther by the Ears; and induced to deſtroy each 
ather, What isit then which makes France 


keep up Troops, Fortreſſes and F lects 
The Anſwer is obvious; nothing but the 
Luſt of Dominion; a thieviſh Diſpoſition 


to rob and plunder its Neighbours; and the 
vain Glory of excelling in the Arts of Plun- 


der and Slaughter. They expreſs a great 
Contempt for us, and conſequently do not 
arm to defend themſelves, but like Banditti 


to dns and ande their Neighbours, 
G Their 
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3 642) 
Their Depredations have been long felt 
in the Eafi-Indies. Their Encroachments 
on the Mzfifppt and in Nerth- America, and 
Seiſure of the Neutral Iſlands in the VH 
Indies, have been as long wink'd at ; and all 
this has made them as audacious 4 inſo- 
lent, as if they thought the Engliſb both 
tame and blind: But it is bi gh Time for 
Britons to awake and avenge themſelves. 

If Spain can tamely fubmit to have ſuch 

2 thieviſh, infolent, ambitious, perfidious {| 

Row fortify ſelf on the M:fifeppr,. fo 
near Mexico, Britons ought to purſue a dif- 
ferent Policy, and to root out of North- Ame- 

rica this turbulent Race, that is continually 
plaguing, and pilfering Territory from every 
Prince, who has the Misfortune to be ad- 


jacent to it, either in ar 5 0. e 
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REASONS 


FROM | 


AND , 
TRADE, 
For 1 s puſhing on a WAR 
with France, with the utmoſt 


e 


Pro Aris 88 & 1 5 


HE French are Enemies to our Re- 
ligion, to our Liberties, and to our 


Commerce. They look on us as Hereticks, 


Enemies to God, and conſequently ſuch as 
ought to be hated and deſtroyed by Man; 
and of Courſe they themſelves would glory 
and rejoice, to embrue their Hands in our 
Blood. The bloody Maſſacre of the Pro- 

| G 2 teſtants, 


RELIGION, LIBERTY, 
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teſtants, their own Countrymen and Neigh- 
bours, in the Reign of Charles the IXth, 
40,000 of whom they 'murder'd in their 
Beds in cool Blood, without Provocation, 
and contrary to their ſolemn Engagements 
the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
and their cruel and barbarous Perſecutions 
of thoſe People ever ſince ||, ſhew their 
mortal Hatred to our holy Religion, as well 


as the deviliſb Spirit of their own. 


As to the Religion of the French, it is a 
Syſtem of Pageantry, Buffoonery, Foolery, 


| Stupidity, Idolatry, Blaſphemy and Cruelty, 


all mix'd together, and work'd up with 
Blood; fit only for ſtupid Fools and imper- 
tinent unthinking Buffoons. I will give you 
a late Inſtance of the unaccountable Stupi- 
dity of the Catholicks. 


I was a little while ago, at the Academy 
of Painting in the City of Bruges. A Piece 


* 1 1 n 
* * r 1 


} The Miniſter Lovers boaſts, that it was worſe 
under Lewis XIV. than under Charles the IXth. See 


: bis Political Teſtament. : 


Was 


a” 
was finiſhing there by one of their ableſt 


Hands for one of their Churches. It con- 


ſiſted of the following Groupe of. Figures. 
On the Left-hand, ſtood God the Father inthe 
Form of an old Man with grey Hair almoſt 
white, and a long Beard of the ſame Co- 


lour : In his Right-hand he held a Globe, 


ſignifying his Providence. and Government 
of the World: On his Left-hand ſtood his 


Son Jeſus, with a long Beard ſeemingly 


about Fifty, and with a Glory about his 
Head ; and between both hovered a Milk- 
white Dove, ſignifying the Holy Ghoſt. The 
Virgin Mary, drawn like Pharoab's Daugh- 
ter at the Foundling- Hoſpital, was kneeling 


(with her Hands andEyes lifted up) before 
the Father and the Son, who held a Laurel 


Crown in their Hands to adorn the holy Vir- 
gin's Brows. 


There is ſomething ſo ſhocking, im- 
pious and blaſphemous in this Piece of Ido- 
latry, that at firſt it ſtartled me: But the 
Ridicule in the Soleciſm and Anachroniſm 

of the Son's being a Gentleman advanced in 
— and the Mother painted like a young 


blooming 
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(46 ) 
blooming Girl, inſtead of a grave Matron, 
almoſt provok'd a Smile. This impious 
and ridiculous Piece, was to be hung up in 


one of their holy Places, for exciting Dero- 
_ and OY Adoration. 11041 


Now this is the Superſtition which the 
Found labour to propagate for the Good-of 
Mankind. For this Idolatry they want us 
to exchange our moſt pure and holy Reli- 
gion. But if we have any Regard for our 
evangelical Inftitutions, for a Religion wor- 
thy of a Man and a Freeman, this Regard 
ought to excite and animate our Rage and In- 
dignation, againſt theſe ſtupid, vain-glorious, 
idolatrous, would-be Conquerors, and Bigots, 


who ſeek to ſhackle us with the Chains of 
Superſtition and Darkneſs, as well asto op- 


preſs us with thoſe of Conqueſt and Sla- 
_ 


The Runs are not only Enemies to our 
nagen, and religious Liberty, but alſo to 
our civil Liberty, and call us Rebels and 
Traytors +; becauſe we have not ſubmitted 
| + Sce the Mandate of the Biſhop of Mauntaban in 
1754. 


2 5 tamely 


(47) 
tamely like themſelves to receive the Yoke of 
Slavery and arbitrary Power; which ſome 
of our Monarchs have ſtrived to put upon 
our Necks. Becauſe we admire our Kings 
only for their Goodneſs, their Regard to our 
Conſtitution, Laws, and the Happineſs of the 
People, therefore we are ſtiled by them ſe- 
ditions and fattious, But, if they are ſuch 
Beaſts , as to be dazzled with the vain Glory 
and Eclat of a Tyrant and a Monſter, call- 
ed by the Name of Le grand Monargue, it 
is ridiculous to be angry with us, becauſe 
we pay no Devotion to ſuch a diabolical 


The Engh/p admire and love their Kings, 
when they are good, when they pay a Re- 
gard to the Laws, and make them the Rule 
of their Conduct; but deteſt and abhor 
them, when thay violate the Laws, and 
ſeek to govern the People by capricious 
Will, and to ſhackle them with the Chains 
of Slavery. They are eee at preſent 


n 2 


1 Lovois calls them Le grand Bete t Peuple _ 
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” 43.) 
by the wiſef, the honefteſt, and the beſt. 
Prince in Europe. They highly eſteem him, 
and have plentifully endowed him to ſupport 
his Honour and Dignity. But he has the 
Hearts of his People, which is worth more 
than the Command of: their Purſes. But, 
notwithſtanding they love their Prince, like 
true Lovers of Liberty, they keep a pru- 
dent Guard in Defence of their Rights, 
againſt all poſſible Accidents: And this Cau- 
tion theſe Slaves call Faction. But, like 


couching Spaniels, the moſt abject of Dogs, 
the French bleſs the Hand of the Oppreſſor, 


and lick the Foot that kicks and ſpurns 
them ; and, unworthy of Liberty, they 
have no Senſe formed or adapted to taſte 


its Sweets. Such are the French; and ſuch 
Slaves, though glittering by the Side of a 4 


eh the * Briton ſcorns. 


Bus as they have no Senſe at F reedom 
n they labour to deprive us of our 
civil Rights; and to force upon us an ab- 
jured, illegitimate, and ſpurious Pretender 
to our Crown ; educated | in the Idolatry of 


Rome, 


(49) 
Nome, and foſtered in the Principles of ar- 
bitrary Power; the abject Penſioner and Tool 
of France, as well as Puppet of French Arti- 
fices. And this Thing forſooth ! they would 
palm upon us for a King, in order to ſet 
our Royal Race aſide; a Race of Heroes, 
whom we have elected to reign over us; 
but who ſtand as principal Obſtacles in 
the French Career towards Univerſal Mo- 
narchy. 


Next to our religious and civil Liberties, 
our Commerce is a Matter of the greateſt 
Importance to us. To deprive us of this, 
the French conſtantly exert every Art and 
every Violence. They broke through the 
Tariff of 1664; and eſtabliſhed the Duty 
of 50 5. per Ton on our Shipping; and hat 
of 1667, whereby ſuch high Duties were 
laid on ourWoollens, as amounted to a Pro- 
hibition; according to the Maxim of Coi- 
bert, who tells the King, that the Commo- 
dities of other Countries muſt be prohibited; 
there will be always Fools enough found to take 
off thoſe of FRANCE, notwithſtanding ſuch 
Prohibition, 


H To 


* 
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To ruin our Commerce, theſe Incendi- 
aries the French have ſtirred up civil Wars 
amongſt us; alienated ſome of our Princes 
from their own Subjects by Penſions; cor- 
rupted our Miniſters with Bribes; and even 
bought our Senates to do their Drudgery, 
and ſell their Country to a foreign In- 
tereſt , Thanks to Heaven we have none 
of theſe Evils to apprehend from our preſent 


Prince, Miniſters or Senate, but every Ad- 
vantage to hope, that the greateſt Wiſdom, 


Steadineſs and Integrity, united for our 
Country's Good, can produce, 


They envied our Trade -with Spain ; 


and ſet a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon 


upon that Throne, to ſupplant us in our 
Commerce. His Grandfather Lewis gave 
him in Inſtruction, when he ſet out on his 
Expedition for the Spaniſb Crown, that, 
though he was King of Spain, he ought al- 


ways to remember that he was a Prince of 


—_—_ 5 1 
— <3 — — * n „— — 
£ ” HE * 5 : 


Bk We cannot forget the 2 Commerce-Bill in 
1713. 


| France, 
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Fraxce, The heavy Duties our Manu- 


factures have been loaded with in Spain 


ever ſince; and the flouriſhing Trade the 


French have with that Kingdom, but too 


well evince what Regard the late King of 
Spain paid to the Advice of his Grandfather. 
He was always a Spaniſh King with a 


French Heart. 


Le Blanc obſerves, Depuis qu'un Prince 
ce de Ia Maiſon de Bourbon eft monte ſur le 
« Throne d Eſpagne, leur (des Anglois) Com- 
« merce avec cette Nation, leur eſt beaucoup 
plus deſadvantageux, qu'il ne Petoit aupa- 


« ravant.” That, ſince a Prince of the 


Houſe of BouRBON mounted the Spaniſh © 


Throne, the Trade of the Engliſh with that 
Kingdom 1s much more diſadvantageous to n 
than it wwas ey; 


But the deepeſt Wound, they ever gave 
our Commerce, was by the Artifice of the 


Enhancement of their Coin. Dutof ſays, 
the Price of Bread, Corn, and Proviſions, 
is no greater now than in 1683; though 


in this laſt Year the Mark of Silver was 
1 2 but 
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(52) 
but 27 Livres +, and now 50 are coined 
out of it. This Circumſtance has rendered 
their Commodities ſo cheap, that, as I have 
ſaid. before, they underſell us, and engroſs 


all the Markets in the World from our 


Merchants; and leave them only the Glean- 


ings of the plentiful Harveſt ey have 
reaped. 


It is likewife this Enhancement of their 
Coin, and the conſequent Cheapneſs of their 
Commodities, which has enabled our Smug- 
glers to carry on ſuch an advantageous 
Trade with them. If but 20 J. 5s. were 
now coined out of their Mark of Silver of 

eight Ounces Troy Weight, which was 


the Caſe in the Year 1660, the French 


would not be able to {ell a Gallon of Brandy 
under 55. Sterling, which now they can ſell 
for 25.; nor a Pound of Tea under 7 s. 6d. 
Sterling, which they ſell now for 3 5s.; nor 
a Yard of filk Damaſk under 125. 69. 
which now they ſell for 5 f.; nor a Yard of 
Cloth under 1 55. which ey now. ſell for 
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When the Mark was at 20 Livres about 1660, 
Labour was dearer in France than in England. 


65. 
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65. only abating in the Manufactures, he 


Difference made in the Price of thoſe Ma- 
nufactures, with Regard to the Raw-mate- 
rials, which coſt both French and Engh/h 
Men much the ſame : Though it is faid 
their Raw-ſilk comes to them cheaper from 


their Turky Traders; and their Wool uſed 


in their fine woollen Stufts dearer from our 
Smugglers, than to us. 


But, tho ik have got 10 greateſt part 
of the Trade to Spain from us, the Turky 
Trade, the Talian Trade, and great Part 
of the Eaſt India; the Northern and Cod 
Fiſhery, and Fur Trade; yet they cannot 
be eaſy, but muſt attempt to rob us alſo of 


our Colonies; our Trade to which is the 


only valuable Branch we have left, except 
that of Portugal, where the French uſe all 


imaginable Artifice ; and their very Ambaſ- 
ſador turns Pedlar to ſupplant us. 


Here the Indignation of every Merchant, 
Manufacturer, Trader, Shopkeeper, Farmer, 
and Labourer in the Kingdom, ought to be 


awakened and rouſed; our Trade to our 


Colonies in North America is of ſo much 
Impor- 


Charlemagne. 


(44). 


Importance to each, The French are not 
ſatisfied with the Enhancement of their 
Coin, andthe Uſe of every other Artifice, 


| to ſupplant us in our Trade in every Market 


in the World; but they ſtrive to rob us 
alſo of our own Territories, and the Trade 
among our own People. They uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours to out us of our Domi- 
nions, which we have fairly purchaſed, 

either by our Alliances, our Treaſures, or 


our Arms, upon the Infraction of Trea- 


ties; and labour to alienate and corrupt 


our Indians by every ANY. and 82 


ue 

And what is all this Struggle for? To 
make their People happy? No, far from 
it! it is to raiſe a Marine ! it is to acquire 
Riches by Commerce to extend their Con- 
queſts, and recover the Dominions of 


TheimmediateDeſign of the Frenchintheir 
Encroachments upon our Territories inNorth- 
America, and in their Approaches towards 
our Colonies, is to open to themſelves a Com- 
munication through thoſe Colonies to the 


N.. 


n 
Mziſſifippi and Canada. They regret the Ad- 


vantages we have in the Tobacco Trade, 
and intend to eſtabliſh Plantations for that 
Commodity in the fertile Plains between 
the River Miſiſippi, and our Settlements in 
Virginia; though all theſe Lands belong 
to us. Their Geographers have been ſo 
audacious, as to mark- out in their Maps 
one of our Provinces as belonging to France. 
Buy this they aim at being freed from the 
tedious and dangerous Voyages, they are 
obliged to make by the Gulph of Mexico, 
and the River St. Laurence, before they 
can come to the Lakes of Canada, and the 
fertile Plains of Louiſana, which are be- 
hind our Provinces from Philadelphia to 
Carolina. - 


We muſt acknowledge, that ſuch a 
Communication. would be as convenient 
for them, as dangerous to us, and there- 
fore we cannot be too much upon our 
Guard to prevent their Deſigns. Le Blanc 
obſerves to this Purpoſe: That the French 
take great Quantities of Tobacco from Eng- 
land; but he hopes the Wiſdom of their Mi- 
7 Ne will ſoon provide a Remedy again/t 
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this Inconvenience ; ſince they know: by Expe- 
rience, that they have Settlements in Louiſana, 
"where there are Lands as proper for Planta- 
tions of Ti obacco, | as * belong * to the 
En gl 11h. 


If the French could once open a Paſſage 
for themſelves over-land, from Canada and 


the Mi ſiſippi, to the Sea-Coaſt through our 


Colonies; they would ſoon extend them- 
ſelves Right and Left, and become as trou- 
bleſome to us in America, as they have been 


to their Neighbours in Europe. Upon this 


Account we ought never to reſt, never to 
ſheath the Sword 'till we have driven them 
out of North- America ; becauſe it is im- 


poſſible, that they ſhould ever live peace- 


ably with us 1n it. 


The French know, that the Engliſh were 


the Soul of the grand Alliance; and that 


the Chaſtiſement they met with from 1702 
to 1712, was principally owing to our Va- 
lour and Conduct. They know, that we 
have been the principal Thorn 1n their Sides, 
and chief Obſtacle in the Way of their 
Conqueſt, And upon this Account they 


try 


(97% 


try all Arts to impoveriſh and reduce us, by 
depriving us of our Fiſheries, Colonies and 


Commerce. But as their Aim is Conqueſt, 


they run amuck at all Mankind; their Hand 
is againſt every Man, and therefore every 


Man's Hand ought to be againſt them. 


From the Year 1702 to 1712, though 
entrenched Chin-deep, and ſurrounded with 
Artillery, they conſtantly fled before Britiſi 


Courage. Let the Genius of Britain riſe, 
Tet the Lion once more roar, and ſhake his 


dreadful Mane, and he will again drive theſe 


trembling Slaves like Deer before him. It 
is impoſſible that cringing Slaves ſhould 
make courageous Soldiers. Vanity cannot. 


raiſe ſuch a Spirit, ſuch a Fire, as an innate 


Senſe and Love of Freedom, We hope we 
ſhall again ſet a Marlboro, and the Fields of 


Blenheim and Ramillies before their Eyes, 


in the truly glorious Hero who impeded 


the Ruin plan'd for us, by them, in the 
late Rebellion; and let us then ſee how their 


vain Glory, and flaviſh Hearts, will ſtand 
it. Let us again rattle the Thunder of 42 


Hogue in their Ears, by the noble Lord to 


whom the Direction, and ſurprizingly expe- 
1 ditious 
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ditious fitting out of our Peekent very power- 


ful Nayal Armament, are, according to the 
publick Voice, chiefly owing ; and ſee how 


their daſtardly Souls will ſhudder. I hope our 
Adminiſtration will never ſuffer this Thun- 
der to, ſleep, whilſt the French have a 


capital Ship remaining on the Ocean, or 
lying in their Harbours; and may all true 


Britons ſay Amen. When their Navy is 


blaſted, we may ſoon drive them out of 


North-America, and make the Cod F iſhery 
and Fur Trade all our own, which by 


Right ought to due been bo long ago. 


If then we have any ny Regard for our holy 


Religion, any Love for Liberty, any Ten- 


derneſs for our Poſterity, or any Attention 


to our Trade and our Intereſt, let us freely 


contribute for one Ten Year half our Income, 
to carry on a War for cfuſhing this ex- 
orbitant Monſter French Inſolence, and 
French Power; and in ſo doing, we may 
be well affaced, we ſhall fit down u 


Gainers in the End. Fr 
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